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Chulu West Peak Climbing

Quick Facts

Duration: 14

Max Altitude: 6584

Best Season: Sept - Nov & March - May
Group Size: 25

Accommodation: Tea House and Tent
Route: Kathmandu to Kathmandu
Difficulty: Challenging

Trip Overview

Chulu West Peak, standing tall in the Annapurna region of Nepal, is a favourite among seasoned mountaineers and
adventurous trekkers seeking a challenging yet rewarding Himalayan expedition.

Known for its striking snow-capped ridges and panoramic views of surrounding peaks like Annapurna | and Dhaulagiri,
Chulu West offers a perfect combination of technical climbing and trekking experience.

Unlike Chulu East, Chulu West requires more advanced mountaineering skills due to its steep slopes, mixed ice and
rock terrain, and unpredictable weather conditions.

Climbers often start the journey from the picturesque Manang Valley, trekking through high-altitude landscapes,
traditional Gurung villages, and serene mountain passes before reaching the base camp.

Expeditions to Chulu West are ideal for climbers looking to enhance their technical climbing experience while
enjoying one of Nepal’s less crowded, yet visually stunning, Himalayan peaks.

Guided by expert mountaineers and supported by professional logistics, a Chulu West expedition ensures safety,
proper acclimatization, and a well-planned ascent for a successful summit.

Whether you are weighing the differences between Chulu East and West, planning your first technical climb, or
seeking a high-altitude adventure in Nepal, Chulu West Peak presents a fulfilling challenge with breathtaking
Himalayan vistas.
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Chulu West Peak Climbing Cost

The cost of a Chulu West Peak expedition generally ranges from $4,500 to $6,000 USD, depending on factors such as
the duration of the climb, group size, and level of support provided. This investment usually includes government
permits, professional guides, climbing equipment, base camp support, accommodation, and meals during the trek.

However, some expenses are not included in the base cost. International flights to Nepal, personal climbing gear,
travel insurance, tips for guides and porters, and optional extras like satellite phones or private chefs are typically
additional.

Choosing a professionally organized expedition ensures that climbers benefit from expert guidance, proper
acclimatization schedules, and higher chances of a successful summit.

Chulu East vs Chulu West Comparison

Chulu East and Chulu West are both part of the Annapurna range, but they differ significantly in terms of climbing
experience and technical difficulty. Chulu East, at 6,584 meters, is moderately challenging and more accessible for
climbers with limited high-altitude experience.

Its trekking approach is relatively easier, and it is more popular among beginners and intermediate climbers.

Chulu West, standing at 6,419 meters, is steeper, more technical, and less crowded. It requires climbers to navigate
mixed ice and rock terrain, glaciers, and steep slopes. The trek to its base camp is longer and more rugged, making it
ideal for experienced mountaineers seeking a technical challenge.

Overall, while Chulu East peak is suitable for newcomers to Himalayan climbing, Chulu West demands advanced skills
and preparation.

How Hard is Chulu West Peak?

Climbing Chulu West Peak is considered technically demanding. The mountain presents steep snow slopes, mixed
rock sections, and glacier crossings that require a solid understanding of mountaineering techniques. Physical fitness,
prior high-altitude experience, and knowledge of ice and rock climbing are essential for a safe ascent.

In addition to the technical climbing challenges, the high altitude of the region requires careful acclimatization.
Weather conditions can be unpredictable, with sudden snowstorms and strong winds, adding another layer of
difficulty. Climbers must be well-prepared, disciplined, and guided by experienced professionals to successfully reach
the summit.

Why Choose Summit 8000 for Your Chulu West Expeditions?

Summit 8000 offers expert-led expeditions that prioritize safety, proper acclimatization, and a well-planned ascent.
With years of experience in high-altitude Himalayan climbs, their team provides professional guides, Sherpa support,
and logistical management, ensuring climbers can focus fully on the adventure.
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Choosing Summit 8000 also means access to personalized expedition planning, quality base camp setups, and
emergency support throughout the climb. Their reputation for reliability, local knowledge, and successful summits
makes them a trusted partner for anyone attempting Chulu West Peak, especially for climbers seeking both safety
and a rewarding Himalayan experience.

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1: Arrival in Kathmandu (1,400 m)

Your expedition begins with arrival in Kathmandu, the vibrant capital of Nepal. Upon landing at Tribhuvan
International Airport, you will be transferred to your hotel where you can rest and recover from your journey. The day
is also used for an expedition briefing, where your guide will review the itinerary, check your climbing gear, and
answer any questions. If time permits, a short walk through Thamel allows you to explore the bustling streets and

pick up last-minute supplies for the trek ahead.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: Welcome Dinner
Day 2: Kathmandu to Pokhara (827 m)

On the second day, you will drive from Kathmandu to Pokhara, a scenic journey along the Prithvi Highway. The drive
passes through terraced hills, rivers, and small towns, offering glimpses of rural Nepal along the way. Pokhara serves
as the gateway to the Annapurna region, and the evening is reserved for preparation, rest, and briefing on the

trekking route. You can enjoy the serene lakeside atmosphere and prepare for the days of trekking ahead

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 3: Pokhara to Chame (2,670 m)

From Pokhara, the expedition heads towards Chame, the administrative center of the Manang district and the starting
point of the trekking trail. The drive offers spectacular views of the Marshyangdi River and surrounding hills. Upon
arrival in Chame, you will settle into a local guesthouse and take a short walk to stretch your legs after the long

journey. This is an opportunity to adjust to the increasing altitude and get acquainted with the trail ahead.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 4: Chame to Upper Pisang (3,300 m)

The trek from Chame to Upper Pisang winds through pine forests, terraced fields, and small villages. The trail offers
magnificent views of Annapurna Il, Pisang Peak, and Gangapurna. Along the way, you can interact with local Gurung
communities and experience traditional mountain culture. Upper Pisang is a quiet village that provides the perfect

setting for rest and acclimatization before continuing higher into the mountains.
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Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 5: Upper Pisang to Manang (3,500 m)

From Upper Pisang, the trail continues to Manang, a key acclimatization stop in the Annapurna region. Manang is a
picturesque village with traditional stone houses and monasteries, set against a backdrop of snow-capped peaks.
Spending extra time here helps your body adapt to the higher altitudes, reducing the risk of altitude sickness during
the climb. Short hikes in the afternoon allow for gentle acclimatization while offering stunning views of the

surrounding mountains.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 6: Acclimatization Day in Manang

This day is reserved entirely for acclimatization in Manang. Optional short hikes to nearby areas, such as Gangapurna
Lake, help your body adjust to the altitude. The day is also ideal for rest, hydration, and nutrition planning, as well as
reviewing climbing techniques with your guide. Proper acclimatization ensures that you are physically prepared for

the technical sections of the Chulu West climb.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 7: Manang to Chulu West Base Camp (4,700 m)

The trek to Chulu West Base Camp begins in earnest on day seven. The trail passes rocky terrain, small streams, and
moraines, gradually introducing climbers to high-altitude conditions. Base Camp provides the final staging point
before technical climbing begins. Here, you can enjoy panoramic views of Chulu West and East and observe the route

ahead, while tents and other facilities are set up for the night.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 8: Base Camp Preparation and Gear Check

At Base Camp, the focus is on preparation. Guides and support staff assist climbers in checking all gear, reviewing
safety procedures, and practicing rope and crevasse techniques if needed. The day is essential for rest, hydration,
and mentally preparing for the challenging ascent. Understanding the route and confirming logistics ensures a

smooth start to the climb.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 9: Base Camp to Advanced Base Camp (5,100 m)
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The trek from Base Camp to Advanced Base Camp (ABC) involves more technical terrain, including snow slopes and
mixed ice sections. Climbers ascend gradually to ABC to continue acclimatizing while navigating the steeper sections
of the route. The environment becomes more alpine, and spectacular views of glaciers and surrounding peaks make
this stretch both challenging and rewarding. Overnight at ABC is in tents, with team briefings to plan the next day’s

climb.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 10: Advanced Base Camp to High Camp (5,700 m)

Climbers move from ABC to High Camp on day ten, where the ascent becomes steeper and more demanding. This
section involves careful navigation over snow and ice, and the use of fixed ropes on some slopes. High Camp is the
launching point for the summit push, and the afternoon is spent resting, preparing gear, and finalizing plans for the

early morning summit attempt.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 11: Summit Day - Chulu West Peak (6,419 m)

The summit attempt begins in the early hours, typically around 2:00-3:00 AM, to take advantage of stable morning
weather. Climbers face steep snow slopes, mixed rock sections, and glacier crossings before reaching the summit.
From the top, the panoramic views of Annapurna, Dhaulagiri, and surrounding Himalayan peaks are breathtaking.
After celebrating the achievement, climbers descend carefully back to High Camp, ensuring energy is conserved for

the return journey.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 12: High Camp to Base Camp (4,700 m)

After the summit, climbers descend from High Camp to Base Camp. The journey back involves retracing the technical
sections safely while gradually reducing altitude. Rest at Base Camp allows climbers to recover from the physical and

mental challenges of the summit, preparing for the trek back to Manang.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D
Day 13: Base Camp to Manang (3,500 m)

The trek continues from Base Camp to Manang, moving from high-altitude technical terrain back to trekking trails.
This segment provides time to relax, celebrate the successful climb, and enjoy the alpine landscapes one last time.

Overnight in Manang offers comfort before the descent toward lower altitudes.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
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Meals: B, L, & D
Day 14: Manang to Kathmandu (via Pokhara) / Departure

On the final day, the expedition returns to Pokhara and then drives back to Kathmandu. The journey provides an
opportunity to reflect on the climb and enjoy the scenic landscapes one final time. Depending on your flight schedule,

you can rest in Kathmandu or explore the city before departing from Tribhuvan International Airport.

Accommodation: 4 Star Hotel
Meals: B, L, & D

Gears Lists

Essential Documents

Passport (valid for at least 6 months)

Nepal visa

e Travel insurance (covering high-altitude climbing above 6,000 m)
Passport-sized photos (4-6 copies)

Climbing permit for Chulu West

e Annapurna Conservation Area Project permit (ACAP)

e Trek Card Nepal card (TIMS)

e Copies of important documents

Clothing (Layering System)

Base Layer

e Moisture-wicking thermal tops (2-3)
e Thermal bottoms (2-3)
e Quick-dry underwear

Mid Layer

e Fleece jacket
e Softshell jacket
e Light insulated jacket

Outer Layer

o Waterproof jacket (Gore-Tex recommended)
e Waterproof trekking pants
e Down jacket (expedition grade)
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Headwear

e Warm wool hat

e Sun cap

e Balaclava or buff
e Neck gaiter

Handwear

e Liner gloves

e Fleece gloves

e Insulated climbing gloves
e Expedition mittens

Trekking Gear

e Trekking boots (waterproof)

e Camp shoes / sandals

e Trekking socks (4-5 pairs)

o Gaiters

e Trekking poles

e Backpack (40-50L for daily use)
e Duffel bag (80-100L)

Climbing Equipment

For summit day and glacier travel:

e Mountaineering boots (double boots recommended)
e Crampons

e Ice axe

Climbing harness

Helmet

Carabiners (locking & non-locking)
Ascender / Jumars

Descender / belay device

Prusik loops

Climbing sling

Snow goggles

Headlamp with extra batteries

Sleeping Gear
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e Sleeping bag (-20°C to -30°C rating)
e Sleeping bag liner
o Inflatable sleeping pad (optional but helpful)

Personal Equipment

o Water bottles (2 liters minimum)

e Thermos flask

Sunglasses (UV protection category 4)
Sunscreen SPF 50+

Lip balm with SPF

Quick-dry towel

Personal toiletries

e Wet wipes / hand sanitizer

(]

Health & First Aid

Personal medications

Basic first aid kit

Diamox (for altitude sickness - consult doctor)
Pain relievers

Bandages & blister care

Electrolyte powder

(]

Electronics

Mobile phone

Power bank

Camera

Charging cables

e Universal adapter

e Solar charger (optional)

Snacks & Nutrition

(]

Energy bars

Protein bars

Nuts and dried fruits
Electrolyte drink mix
Chocolate
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Optional but Useful

Lightweight book / journal

e Playing cards

Portable oxygen monitor

Small repair kit (duct tape, needle, thread)

Cost Includes

. Government climbing permits and trekking fees

. Professional guides and experienced Sherpa support throughout the expedition
. Accommodation and meals during the trek, at base camp, and high camps

. Tents, dining facilities, and kitchen support at base and high camps

. Transportation within Nepal, including transfers from Kathmandu to Pokhara and to the trekking starting point
. Preparation and expedition briefing sessions

. Route guidance and daily trekking/climbing assistance

. Safety measures, including ropes, climbing hardware, and fixed line support

. Support for proper acclimatization and high-altitude trekking

10. Communication support for emergencies within the expedition team

11. Assistance with luggage and porter support along the trekking route

12. Team coordination and logistics management for smooth expedition flow
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Cost Excludes

. International flights to and from Nepal

. Personal climbing gear (boots, crampons, harness, helmet, ice axe, ropes, etc.)
. High-altitude clothing and personal gear

. Travel insurance covering high-altitude mountaineering

. Tips for guides, Sherpas, and porters

. Optional services such as satellite phones, private chefs, or personal tents

. Meals, drinks, or accommodations outside the expedition itinerary

. Personal expenses like souvenirs, snacks, or emergency purchases

. Visa fees for Nepal

10. Any medical expenses or evacuation costs not covered under insurance
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